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Such performance tests with concrete material afford a
means of evaluating the individual's ability in perception
of form and form relationships. Further, they enable
one to gauge the subject's method of attacking a problem ;
for instance, the test may be solved by random trial and
error method, or by procedure which the individual plans.
One of the most illuminating features is noting whether
the subject profits by experience, whether he avoids or
repeats impossibilities and unsuccessful efforts. The im-
provement made on later retrials gives an indication of
learning ability in relation to a particular kind of situation.
Any differences which may be found in readiness of learn-
ing, where the problems are presented thus concretely as
opposed to problems presented in abstract form, become
very significant from the standpoint of educational
method. Our present-day practice still emphasizes very
largely the acquiring of knowledge through abstract
means, and rarely is this preceded by actual experience
from which concepts and abstractions are in reality
derived.

Aside from such study of the perceptual processes as
are required in dealing with the above-mentioned problems,
many other means are available for testing perception.
Thus, we can gauge perception of color as well as of
form, and ability to perceive differences between various
forms; that is, to discriminate one form from another.
For the latter purpose, the well-known cancellation tests
may be used and others based upon the same principle.
Perceptions in the abstract field involve mental traits
which will be discussed under the reasoning process. In
practical problems it is frequently necessary to study the
individual's powers of perception with different kinds of
material, as, for instance, with auditory or visual stimuli.
For testing the former there have been devised elaborate
instruments which are used in many laboratories. But